
 

Daily Reflections 

 

Sunday, Nov 15, 2020   THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Believe in magic—your own! 

We each have a little something special we can call our own. Maybe it is 

school smarts or street smarts. Maybe you know your way around the 

halls of power or around the kitchen. Some are good with kids, others 

with elders, still others with sick or dying people. You might be great 

with people, or math, or words, or research. You could be physically 

strong or have that dogged ability to keep at a task when everybody else 

gives up. Do an assessment of your gifts and skills. Whatever your 

special magic is, put it at the disposal of grace. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; 

Matthew 25:14-30 (157). “Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made five 

more.” 

Monday, Nov 16, 2020:  MEMORIAL OF GERTRUDE THE GREAT, VIRGIN 

Mystic mysteries 

Me, a mystic? Yes, you! Intimate union with Christ is called “mystical” 

because it participates in the mystery of Christ through the sacraments, 

the catechism says, and “God calls all of us to this intimate union with 

him . . .” But you may be thinking, I do not have visions or experiences 

of ecstasy, and I definitely do not have stigmata, like a saint we 

remember today, Gertrude the Great, German Benedictine mystic of the 

13th century. No matter, the catechism says, “The special graces or 

extraordinary signs of this mystical life are granted only to some for the 

sake of 

manifesting the gratuitous gift to all.” Enjoy your slice of the mystery 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Luke 18:35-43 (497). 

“Have sight; your faith has saved you.” 

Tuesday, Nov 17, 2020  MEMORIAL OF ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY, 

RELIGIOUS   Love the one you are with 

As a young queen, Elizabeth of Hungary was so moved by the love of 

Saint Francis of Assisi that she took care of the sick and poor herself, 

tending to them like a servant in her own castle. Equally notable, 

though, is the loving relationship Elizabeth had with her husband, King 

Louis of Thuringia. Growing up together, their mutual affection was 

exceptionally deep as friends and confidants—long before they married 

and became parents. Most notably, they championed each other in the 

practice of their Christian faith. Today, pray gratefully for loved ones 

who have nurtured your own faith. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22; Luke 19:1-10 (498). 

“Half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor.” 
Wednesday, Nov 18, 2020:  MEMORIAL OF ROSE PHILIPPINE DUCHESNE, 

VIRGIN   Pray always 

One of Rose Philippine Duchesne’s (1769-1852) biographers noted that 

she was born with a strong and dauntless will. She ignored family 

wishes and joined a French convent, intent on ministry to Native 

American peoples. Not until the age of 49 did she set sail for St. Louis, 

where her ministry of opening schools and orphanages remained much 

the same as in her native France. After many years of ministry, at the 

age of 72 Rose was asked to live among the Potawatomie Indians in 

Sugar Creek, Kansas. It was a short-lived assignment—her health was 

failing—yet Rose’s ministry of prayer was recognized by the 

Potawatomie, who called her Woman-Who-Prays-Always. The witness  

 

 

of Saint Rose reminds us that where there is a will—our own and 

God’s— there is a way. Ask for the grace today to seek and embrace 

God’s will. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 4:1-11; Luke 19:11-28 (499) or for the Dedication, 

Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Matthew 14:22-33 (679). “’Sir, your gold coin has earned ten 

additional ones.’ He replied, ‘Well done, good servant!’” 

Thursday, Nov 19, 2020:  The Omega point 

These days Catholic laity and leaders do not typically dwell on the so-

called “end times.” Modern Catholics tend to be engaged in questions of 

how to live here and now for the common good and our personal 

salvation. Pope Francis frequently urges us on in righteous living. That 

is the context as our year moves toward its own “end times.” The year 

2020 has been hard around the world. We can hope and pray that 2021 

will be gentler and promote that outcome in our own interactions with 

others in this contentious age. Put your trust in God, the Alpha and 

Omega. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 5:1-10; Luke 19:41-44 (500). “[Jesus] saw the city 

and wept over it, saying, ‘If this day you only knew what makes for peace.’ ” 

Friday, Nov 20, 2020:  Feed the children 

Today is World Children's Day. It marks the anniversary of the 1959 

signing of the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child. A 

fundamental right of every child is to live and grow. But a 2018 study by 

UNICEF found that more than 3 million children in the world die from 

malnutrition every year. Some people ask why God allows this to 

happen. But that misses the point. God commands us to feed the hungry, 

and Catholics have a serious obligation to do just that. Log on to 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS.org) and find out how you can help feed 

the starving children of the world.        
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 10:8-11; Luke 19:45-48 (501). “Yes, your decrees 

are my delight; they are my counselors.” 

Saturday, Nov 21, 2020:  MEMORIAL OF THE PRESENTATION OF 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Your presence is requested 

Celebration of Mary’s presentation at the temple—a story from time-

honored tradition rather than directly from scripture—took place as early 

as the sixth century in Jerusalem. The Eastern Church ran with it right 

away, but the West was slow to follow. At times, the feast seemed to 

disappear entirely from the calendar, but finally in the 16th century it 

took its place as a universal feast. Though the feast points to Mary's 

lifetime of preparation for her sacred role in salvation, it also invites 

each of us to ponder for a moment: Suppose Jesus came knocking right 

now to bring you to the heavenly temple. Would you be prepared? If you 

feel a bit sloppy or unkempt, spiritually speaking, now is a great chance 

to do what is necessary to become a bit more presentable! 

TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 11:4-12; Luke 20:27-40 (502). 

“Then they heard a loud voice from heaven say to them, ‘Come up 

here.’” 
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Mission Statement 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify 

 God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend 

 our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 

Diocesan Office of Child 

Protection Services 

 843-261-0430 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 843-856-0748 
 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Sunday            8:00am  

Sunday                 9:30am     

Wednesday           9:00am 

Friday                   9:00am 

Confessions Wed & Friday 

8:00 – 8:30 

. Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament -  the first Friday 

of the month following Mass 

 

Reverend Robert Sayer, 

Pastor 

(843) 957-2198 
Rsayer@Charlestondiocese.org 

 

Ann Mitchum 

Parish Secretary 
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                   PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME: Welcome to St. Mary’s! Although we are not fully 

participating in our Parish Mass and activities at this time, we look 

forward  to returning to normal schedules and opportunities to meet and 

greet each other once again.  In the meantime, we pray that all our 

parishioners and their families remain safe and well during these most 

unusual times!  If you are feeling unusually stressed and feel you need to 

speak with someone for some encouragement, do not hesitate to call Sister 

Hope, provided by Catholic Charities of SC.  This is a free, anonymous 

“chatbox”available24/7, where you can receive faith based emotional and 

mental thoughts. Text “HI” to Sister Hope at 315-276-3157 for instant 

support.  If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts contact the Suicide 

Hotline at 800-273-8255 

  

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE:  Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive 

is coming to an end..  The food drive distribution will be on Saturday, 

November 21st at the Ravenel Baptist Church.  Please have your 

donation in by Thursday, November 19th in the morning.   Thank 

you!   

 

Angel Tree will be up on the 1st Sunday in Advent, 

November 29th.  There will be 25 tags for the Christmas 

Wishes. More information will be sent out via email. 

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB:  :  We continue to meet!   Our next 

meeting is WEDNESDAY, December 2  at 1PM.  We are meeting at 

Lynn's house at 4199, just four houses down on the right from the 

church. The new book is "The Women of Christmas" by Liz Curtis 

Higgs.  "A sacred season is about to unfold for three women whose 

hearts belong to God."  This is a study of Elizabeth, Mary, and 

Anna.    We wear masks and social distance - whatever makes you 

comfortable.  Everyone is welcome to join us at any time. 

   
 

 PRAY FOR US 

Doyle Adams, Linda Adams, K. Baker, Gwin 

Ballard, Barbara Barrs, Hazel Basilio, , Chester 

Broton, Jr., Betty Butler, Bea Clair, Allison 

Condon Chappell, Jack Cooper, Maryanne Cortez, 

Robin Dagostini. Jacob Matthew Dupree,  Frances Enos, Ken 

Fleming, Larry Gerth, Ruth Gerth, Bob Glenn, Elizabeth Good, Hugh 

Gorman, Sally Gorman, Krista Groover, Petrina Jacques, Mary & 

Rod Jaros, DeeDee Huck, Milagros Lamar, Rowena Aquino 

Livingston, Jane Morley, Mary Lydia Moskow, Sarah Proulx, 

Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer,  Eloise Stroud, Richard 

Unger  Larry Walker, Ellie Wilson, Mary Wilson, Edward Wolf, 

Jose Yabut. 

 

***************************************************   

Record of Faithfulness 

Thanks to all who have mailed in their contributions. 

11/08/2020 

 

Envelopes:  $  1555.00  Parish Charity    $      40.00    

Loose            $      20.00         All Saints        $      20.00  

Votive           $     24.00  All Souls    $      15.00  

            

sub         $  1599.00      Total All         $  1674.00

 Attendance   8:00   21      9:30   22  Total   43       

 

Please call or email the rectory at: (843) 889-8549, 

stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org or stmarys165@gmail.com with 

any bulletin announcements. 

  

We are an all-volunteer Parish and request your help.  We 

are in need of Lectors for both Masses.  We will provide the 

guidance/training needed. Please call or email the Church office. 

 

 Additionally, we would like to have greater representation on 

the Parish Council.  The Council is the primary advisory board 

for St. Mary’s Pastor.  We meet monthly, second Tuesday, at 

6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center.   

  

We invite you to become involved in the activities/opportunities 

 Pro-life Rosary  Father Gregory West will lead a pro-life rosary on 

Nov. 21 from 8-9 AM outside Planned Parenthood at 1312 Ashley River 

Road.   

 

Please pray for vocations in this month of November. 

 

 

 

 

A man called in his servants and entrusted his 

possessions to them.  (Matthew 25:14) 

 

Valued at nearly twenty years’ wages, even one 

talent was an astonishing amount of money.  So, the 

master was not giving his servants a small gift or an 

insignificant coin.  While we often think these talents 

represent our own gifts or abilities, a number of 

commentators suggest that we look at them as the 

extremely valuable gifts of mercy and love that God 

lavishes on us.  And as we learn from the servant who 

hid his talent, those gifts multiply, not when we try to 

guard and keep them, but when we use them! 

That is where our first reading comes in.  The 

“worthy wife” of Proverbs 31:10-31 is not just a 

quaint lesson, or worse, the product of a patriarchal 

society.  Her story is much closer to the servant in 

today’s Gospel who doubled his five talents by using 

them—by multiplying mercy and love by sharing it. 

Look at how she is described: She works busily within 

her household and does it “with loving hands” 

(Proverbs 31:13).  But she does not stop there.  “She 

reaches out her hands to the poor and extends her arms 

to the needy” (31:20).  She does not hoard the self-

giving love and compassion she has received from 

God.  She generously gives it sway, both to her family 

and to anyone she sees in need.   

You, see, it is not her charm or beauty that gives 

her value.  It is her fear of the Lord, her reverence for 

God.  It is the way she recognizes the wideness of his 

mercy and love and imitates him by sharing them.  

That is what brings her and her whole family, such 

joy. 

Each one of us has received God’s precious gifts of 

mercy and love.  Each of us has the opportunity to 

open our hands and our hearts to give them away to 

the people around us.  The wife from Proverbs 31 did 

it.  Let us go out and do the same. 

 

“Father, you have given me precious gifts.  Help 

me to multiply them by sharing them.” 

Word Among Us. 
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