
 

Daily Reflections 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Good things come from unlikely places. 

It may bring a smile to our lips to hear the argument for why we’re 

obliged to love others: because God loves us first. And if God can love 

us (be honest here!) then clearly love need not be earned. This World 

Communications Day, Pope Francis invites us to consider how future-

apostle Nathaniel once dismissed Jesus because of his origins: “Can 

anything good come from Nazareth?” To really love people, we have to 

begin by not categorizing them: by gender or race, nationality or 

religion, native language or political party. Even Nazareth holds 

surprises! 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; 1 John 4:11-16; John 17:11b-19 (60). 

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also must love one another.” 

Monday, May 17, 2021 EASTER WEEKDAY 

Solitude and solidarity. 

Many have experienced more solitude than they care for during the 

pandemic, but it’d be a shame to lose the lessons of the experience once 

it’s over. Catholics have a strong tradition of finding the sacred in 

solitude. The monastic life, for example, is all about withdrawing from 

society to draw closer to God and ultimately to each other. Turning 

inward is an opportunity for growth. Ritualizing the routines of life—in 

the midst of grief and stress and fear—helps to maintain inner stability 

and clarity. At the same time, far too many haven’t had the luxury of 

solitude to remove themselves from danger—let this fact light a fire in 

all of us to fight for justice for those who have risked all to serve society 

this past year. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 19:1-8; John 16:29-33 (297). “I am not alone, because the Father 

is with me.” 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 MEMORIAL OF JOHN I, POPE, 

MARTYR 

Define your terms. 

In 2011, the Nicene Creed in English changed from the poetic-but 

imprecise “one in being”—recited at Mass for more than 40 years—back 

to a seemingly unusual, clunky Latin word: consubstantial. We learned 

that consubstantial was a critical distinction hammered out at various 

church councils to clarify that Jesus was divinely coeternal with God. It 

was a pronouncement specifically designed to refute the Arian heresy 

that denied Christ's divinity. The struggle against Arianism cost Pope 

John I his life in 526. Words matter. Take time to choose the right ones. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 20:17-27; John 17:1-11a (298). “Now glorify me, Father, with 

you, with the glory that I had with you before the world began.” 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 EASTER WEEKDAY  

Going home. 

Final farewells are difficult. While there can be grace in the chance to 

express love and gratitude, there also can be great pain at the thought of 

never again seeing a face, touching a hand, hearing a voice. There is true 

heartache in accepting that there will be no more shared meals, 

meaningful discussions, shared futures planned together as we surrender 

the companionship of a loved one. It is a bittersweet time because the 

grief of anticipated loss is proof of an equally deep love. Yet it is not the 

end—faith promises us more. On this Easter Wednesday, with trust in  

 

 

 

the promise of new life, give thanks to God for someone whose love and 

faithfulness has enriched your life. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 20:28-38; John 17:11b-19 (299). “They were all weeping loudly . . 

. for they were deeply distressed that (Paul) had said that they would never see his face again.” 

Thursday, May 20, 2021 MEMORIAL OF BERNARDINE OF 

SIENA, PRIEST, RELIGIOUS, MISSIONARY 

History will be our judge. 

Church history is filled with admirable figures who stand out for their 

tender love and compassion. Bernardine of Siena was not that kind of 

saint. A fire-and-brimstone preacher with a moralizing temperament, he 

encouraged “bonfires of the vanities” where townsfolk pitched 

household items suggestive of luxury or leisure —mirrors, perfumes, 

games—into the fire. Seen from our vantage point, many of his sermons 

had antisemitic, misogynistic, and homophobic overtones. Though a 

commanding preacher who lived a life of devotion, Bernardine—like all 

of us—was a product of his times, limited by the pastoral and 

theological perspectives handed down to him. His innovations in 

vernacular preaching continue to inspire, yet his limitations in 

compassion and inclusion serve as a cautionary tale. None of us has a 

monopoly on moral purity. Kindness and compassion, however, never 

go out of style. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; John 17:20-26 (300). “And I have given them the 

glory you gave me, so that they may be one.” 

Friday, May 21, 2021 MEMORIAL OF CHRISTOPHER 

MAGALLANES, PRIEST, MARTYR, AND COMPANIONS, 

MARTYRS 

Live fully. 

Each of us is called to give our lives fully on behalf of our love for and 

commitment to God. Most of us will not die a martyr’s death, but some 

of us will. Christopher Magallanes was one such person. Christopher’s 

call to be a martyr was lived every day through his prayer and ministry 

as a priest: founding schools, providing work opportunities, and even 

constructing a dam to help the people. He was killed because of his love 

for the people, a love emanating from his deep faith. How does our faith 

inspire us to give of ourselves fully? 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 25:13b-21; John 21:15-19 (301). “ ‘Simon, son of John, do you 

love me?’ Simon Peter answered him, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’ He said to him, 

‘Tend my sheep.’ ” 

Saturday, May 22, 2021 MEMORIAL OF RITA OF CASCIA, 

RELIGIOUS 

Hope is a perennial. 

We all could use a friend like Saint Rita of Cascia. Wed against her will 

at the tender age of 12, she somehow survived abuse and family feuds to 

become a reconciling force in a violent region of 

15th-century Italy. She has acquired a following, along with Saint Jude, 

as the patron of hopeless causes. On her deathbed, it is said she asked for 

a rose from her garden. Though it was winter, we are told a single 

blooming rose was found and brought to her. 

Never lose hope—no cause is hopeless! 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; John 21:20-25 (302). 

“There are also many other things that Jesus did.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify 

 God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend 

 our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services 

 843-261-0430 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 843-856-0748 
 

       

MASS SCHEDULE 

Sunday            8:00am  

Sunday                 9:30am     

Wednesday           9:00am 

Friday         9:00 am 

Confessions on Wednesday 

& Friday at 8:30 am. 

Rev. Timothy Akanson 

Adminstrator 

843-513-0912 

Ann Mitchum 

Parish Secretary 

Stmarys165@charlestondioc

ese.org 

The Ascension of The Lord 

May 16, 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY’s Catholic Church 
4255 Highway 165                                                      

Yonges Island, SC 29449-6011 

(843) 889-8549 Fax (843) 564-1748 

Emergency 843-513-0912 

Email:  stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org 

Web site: www.stmarysyongesisland.org. 

 

 

https://www.directories.charlestondiocese.org/personnel-detail??1160?
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 PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME:  Welcome to St. Mary's.  We continue to follow the 

directives from our Bishop while attending Mass.  Mass is celebrated 

every Sunday at 8am and 9:30am.   Daily Mass at 9am has also resumed 

on Wednesday and Fridays.  Many parishioners have begun to return to 

church.   We continue to practice safe practices: wearing masks, 

washing our hands often and keeping a safe distance.  As you return to 

Mass, you can be assured we are respecting each other's level of comfort 

by spreading out in the pews.  

 

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB:   Our next meeting is WEDNESDAY, 

May 19  at 1PM.  We are meeting at Lynn's house at 4199, just four 

houses down on the right from the church.  We are reading "The 

Friendship Project" by Michele Faehnle and Emily Jaminet.    We are 

reading to page 33.  "The Bible says that faithful friends are a sturdy 

shelter, whoever finds one finds a treasure."  We learn through our 

readings and our discussions with each other.  You are welcome to join 

us at any time.   
 

ST MARY'S OUTREACH:  Our community needs never end.   We 

will continue to support our local Food Bank.  They accept paper 

products such as paper towels, toilet paper and napkins as well as 

non-perishable foods.  Please leave your donations in the Parish 

Center on Tuesdays, Thursdays or Sundays.  Your donations STAY 

in our community.   The next food distribution will be SATURDAY, 

June 19 from 10am-12pm at the Ravenel Baptist Church on Highway 

165.  Anyone can come to the food distribution, but you must show a 

picture ID to receive food assistance.  Thank you, St. Mary's, for your 

continued generosity! 

 

Prayers at the Abortion Clinic:  A pro-life Rosary will be Saturday, June 

19, at the planned Parenthood Clinic, 1312 Ashley River Rd. from 8 

AM: to 9:AM. Please join us.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for Us: 

Barbara Barrs, Hazel Basilio, , Chester Broton, Jr., 

Betty Butler, Allison Condon Chappell, Jack 

Cooper, Maryanne Cortez, Jacob Matthew 

Dupree,  Frances Enos, Ken Fleming, Larry Gerth, 

Ruth Gerth, Elizabeth Good, Hugh Gorman, Sally 

Gorman, Krista Groover, Petrina Jacques, Mary & 

Rod Jaros, DeeDee Huck, John Lucas, Rowena 

Aquino Livingston, Susan Mance, Jane Morley, Mary Lydia 

Moskow, Sarah Proulx,  Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer,  

Eloise Stroud, Larry Walker, Ellie Wilson, Mary Wilson, Edward 

Wolf, Jose Yabut, and All Parishioner of our parish family.. 

 

***************************************************   

Record of Faithfulness 

Thanks to all who have mailed in their contributions. 

05/9/2021   

 

Envelopes:  $ 1990.00         Flowers 40.00   

Loose           $   525.00          Catholic Charities  410.00 

Total      $  2460.00                

Second Collection Today:  Maint.& Repair. 

Second collection next week:  none. 

Mass Attendance:  8:00 Mass     27   9:30 Mass  43 
 

Please call or email the rectory at: (843) 889-8549, 

stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org or stmarys165@gmail.com with 

any bulletin announcements. 

 

 

Please join us for a virtual couple's retreat, "Intimacy with 

Another through the Other" with Fr. David Nerbun, vicar 

of Family Life. It will be from 9-12pm on Saturday, June 5, 

2021. Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrf-

utqzgtH9FbcuMki0L06FV1JQz2Av0c   

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email.  For 

more information please call 803.5475063 or email 

familyllife@charlestondiocese.org  

 
 
 

As they were looking on, he was lifted up. (Acts 1:9) 

There is so much mystery surrounding Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven. For example, why did the risen 
Christ leave the earth after only forty days (Acts 1:3)? 
How was he lifted up physically into the sky (1:9)? Did 
it happen instantaneously or over a period of time? We 
may never know the answers to these questions this 
side of heaven. But we can understand something of 
God’s great love for us as we meditate on this feast. 

First, the ascension tells us that when Jesus took on 
our human nature in the Incarnation, he didn’t do it 
temporarily. The Word became flesh, not just for the 
thirty-three years Jesus walked the earth, but forever. 
The Incarnation of Christ was an act of great 
humility—God stooping down to become a creature. 
But it was more than God stooping down. He was also 
lifting us up because Jesus, as much man as he is God, 
has taken his seat at the right hand of God (Mark 
16:19). Now our own human nature is caught up in the 
life of the Trinity. That’s how much God loves us! 

Second, because we are praying to a God who is still 
both human and divine, our relationship with Jesus is 
very personal. As we pray, we can picture a real human 
being standing before us, looking into our eyes and 
comforting us with a warm embrace. Not only that, but 
we know that in heaven, Jesus in his human body is 
physically interceding for us (Hebrews 7:25). How 
reassuring it is to know that he understands our 
human condition! He has experienced it himself and so 
sympathizes with our weaknesses (4:15). 

Today, spend some time at Mass reflecting on the great 
wonder of a God who loves us so much that he would 
become one of us—not just for a short time, but 
forever! 

“Father, I thank you with all my heart for Jesus, the 
Word made flesh.” 

 

 

Word Among Us 
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