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Daily Reflections 

 

Sunday, Nov 22, 2020:    SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS 

CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

You decide 

The church year ends this week. Along with that we’re invited to 

consider another ending: our mortality. What goes on in eternity, 

anyway? Thomas Aquinas declares that God and eternity are the same. 

When we go from here, we go to God. How we experience the Divine 

Presence depends on whether our lives have become fully compatible 

with Love. Francis de Sales envisions Jesus saying to us: “Be it done as 

you desire; and because of what you have done, come, enjoy eternity.” 

The desire of my heart will be answered: Will the choice be a life of 

love? 
TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28; Matthew 25:31-

46 (160). “These will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

Monday, Nov 23, 2020: 

MEMORIAL OF BLESSED MIGUEL AUGUSTÍN PRO, PRIEST, 

MARTYR ¡Viva Cristo Rey! 

Mexican Jesuit priest Miguel Pro was executed on fabricated charges in 

1927 by a fiercely anti-clerical government. Pro had served the 

persecuted church by secretly celebrating the sacraments. He was killed 

by firing squad while holding a rosary in one hand and a crucifix in the 

other, his arms stretched out in imitation of the crucified Christ, shouting 

“Long live Christ the King!” His death energized the resistance. We may 

not be called to such dramatic sacrifice, but can we give up some 

comfort and convenience to fight for the greater good? 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 14:1-3, 4b-5; Luke 21:1-4 (503). 

“This poor widow put in more than all the rest.” 

Tuesday, Nov 24, 2020: 

MEMORIAL OF ANDREW DŨNG-LẠC, PRIEST, AND 

COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 

Holiness in high numbers 

Nine times in the liturgical lineup of feast days we memorialize a 

canonized person or two “and companions.” All were martyrs and many 

had been foreign missionaries. Today’s memorial honors Andrew Dũng-

Lạc, a Vietnamese priest beheaded in 1839 for promoting Christianity 

instead of the official state religion; he’s joined by another 117 killed in 

Vietnam, tortured and martyred during the 18th and 19th centuries. Just 

as we began this month with the feast of All Saints—honoring a 

multitude of holy unknowns—may every instance of “and companions” 

encourage us to call to mind the “great cloud of witnesses.” 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 14:14-19; Luke 21:5-11 (504). “Reap the harvest, for the 

time to reap has come." 

Wednesday, Nov 25, 2020: 

MEMORIAL OF CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGIN, 

MARTYR 

Raise your voice 

Christian tradition holds that Catherine of Alexandria (287-305) was an 

eloquent young Christian convert who challenged the Emperor 

Maxentius’ persecution of Christians. That faithful courage led to her 

own martyrdom. The United Nations has declared today the 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, 

asking the world to recognize that “violence against women and girls is 

one of the most widespread, persistent, and devastating human rights  

 

 

 

violations in our world today.” We honor the courage of Saint Catherine 

by paying attention to the violence that others endure, speaking up in 

defense of the voiceless, and adding our prayers for those whose 

suffering too often goes unnoticed. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 15:1-4; Luke 21:12-19 (505). “They will seize and persecute 

you . . . they will have you led before kings and governors because of my name.” 

Thursday, Nov 26, 2020:       THANKSGIVING DAY 

Give thanks, indeed 

This Thanksgiving won’t be celebrated the way many of us hoped and 

imagined back when the pandemic started. And yet, we are alive. Most 

of us reading these words can breathe freely. The virus has reminded us 

to never again take these simple matters for granted. One of our wisest 

teachers about prayer, Dominican priest Meister Eckhardt (1260-1329), 

said: If the only prayer you ever said in your entire life is thank you, that 

would suffice. Even amid hard times, giving thanks to God is 

appropriate. Let it be your prayer today. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Luke 21:2028 (506). “But when 

these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at 

hand.” 

Friday, Nov 27, 2020: 

Turn the page 

The “Book of Life” is mentioned several times in the Bible. A bit like 

the contact list you keep on your phone, the Book of Life is the 

figurative expression of how God is said to keep track of those heading 

for heavenly repose united with the Divine. According to Jewish 

tradition, God opens the Book of Life on Rosh Hashanah and leaves it 

open for 10 days, until Yom Kippur. During those days, believers spend 

time repenting of their sins and amending their lives in order to be 

written into the Book of Life. If there’s something you need to repent, 

today is a good day to turn the page. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 20:1-4, 11—21:2; Luke 21:29-33 (507). “Then another 

scroll was opened, the Book of Life. The dead were judged according to their deeds.” 

Saturday, Nov 28, 2020: 

OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Call forth your best self 

Perhaps you’ve heard that Jesus’ life was foreshadowed in passages 

from the Hebrew scripture that predated him. But were you aware that 

Mary’s life and role in salvation history might have been as well? The 

prophet Isaiah (7:14) speaks of a young woman (sometimes translated as 

a “virgin”) who will give birth to a son she will name Emmanuel, 

meaning “God with us.” Mary has been “going ahead” of us for 

generations, a role model beckoning us to live our best lives, regardless 

of how improbable, even miraculous, that might turn out to be. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 22:1-7; Luke 21:34-36 (508). 

“These words are trustworthy and true.” 
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Mission Statement 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify 

 God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend 

 our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 

Diocesan Office of Child 

Protection Services 

 843-261-0430 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 843-856-0748 
 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Sunday            8:00am  

Sunday                 9:30am     

Wednesday           9:00am 

Friday                   9:00am 

Confessions Wed & Friday 

8:00 – 8:30 

. Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament -  the first Friday 

of the month following Mass 

 

Reverend Robert Sayer, 

Pastor 

(843) 957-2198 
Rsayer@Charlestondiocese.org 

 

Ann Mitchum 

Parish Secretary 

Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ  

King of The Universe 

 November 22, 2020  

 

ST. MARY’s Catholic Church 
4255 Highway 165                                                      

Yonges Island, SC 29449-6011 

(843) 889-8549 Fax (843) 564-1748 

Email:  stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org 

Web site: www.stmarysyongesisland.org. 
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                   PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME: Welcome to St. Mary’s! Although we are not fully 

participating in our Parish Mass and activities at this time, we look 

forward  to returning to normal schedules and opportunities to meet and 

greet each other once again.  In the meantime, we pray that all our 

parishioners and their families remain safe and well during these most 

unusual times!   

 
 ST. MARY'S OUTREACH:  We will SUSPEND the 

collection of food donations for the remainder of this year.  St. 

Mary's parishioners  have played a very large part in keeping food 

available to those in need in our community since May!  Thank you to 

you all for your generosity and compassion for our neighbors who may 

have needed just a little help these last few months.  We will resume 

food collections in 2021.  "Well done, my good and faithful servant". 

THANK YOU!   

 

Angel Tree will be up on the 1st Sunday in Advent, 

November 29th.  There will be 25 tags for the Christmas 

Wishes. More information will be sent out via email. 

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB:  :  We continue to meet!   Our next 

meeting is WEDNESDAY, December 2  at 1PM.  We are meeting at 

Lynn's house at 4199 Hwy 165, just four houses down on the right from 

the church. The new book is "The Women of Christmas" by Liz Curtis 

Higgs.  "A sacred season is about to unfold for three women whose 

hearts belong to God."  This is a study of Elizabeth, Mary, and 

Anna.  masks and social distance - whatever makes you 

comfortable.  Everyone is welcome to join us at any time. 

We are an all-volunteer Parish and request your help.  We are 
in need of Lectors for both Masses.  We will provide the 
guidance/training needed. Please call or email the Church office 

Additionally, we would like to have greater representation on 

the Parish Council.  The Council is the primary advisory board 

for St. Mary’s Pastor.  We meet monthly, second Tuesday, at 

6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center.   

 

   
 

 PRAY FOR US 

Doyle Adams, Linda Adams, K. Baker, Gwin 

Ballard, Barbara Barrs, Hazel Basilio, , Chester 

Broton, Jr., Betty Butler, Bea Clair, Allison 

Condon Chappell, Jack Cooper, Maryanne Cortez, 

Robin Dagostini. Jacob Matthew Dupree,  Frances Enos, Ken 

Fleming, Larry Gerth, Ruth Gerth, Bob Glenn, Elizabeth Good, Hugh 

Gorman, Sally Gorman, Krista Groover, Petrina Jacques, Mary & 

Rod Jaros, DeeDee Huck, Milagros Lamar, Rowena Aquino 

Livingston, Jane Morley, Mary Lydia Moskow, Sarah Proulx, 

Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer,  Eloise Stroud, Richard 

Unger  Larry Walker, Ellie Wilson, Mary Wilson, Edward Wolf, 

Jose Yabut. 

 

***************************************************   

Record of Faithfulness 

Thanks to all who have mailed in their contributions. 

11/15/2020 

 

Envelopes:  $  2500.00  Parish Charity    $    375.00    

Loose            $      45.00         All Souls        $        5.00   

           Maint & Repair     $      53.00 

           World Mission       $     25.00 

sub         $  2545.00      Total All          $   3003.00

 Attendance   8:00   28      9:30   22  Total   50       

 

Please call or email the rectory at: (843) 889-8549, 

stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org or stmarys165@gmail.com with 

any bulletin announcements. 

  

Please pray for vocations in this month of November. 

 

 
 

 

Inherit the Kingdom. (Matthew 25:34) 

 

 Today, on the feast of Christ the King, we celebrate 

Jesus Sovereignty over all creation.  We celebrate the 

fact that all things were created through him, all things 

are redeemed through him, and all people will be 

judged by him. 

 It is this last point—Jesus as judge—that today’s 

Gospel focuses on.  It tells us that as our king, Jesus 

has the right to set the standard by which we will be 

judged.  Other judges exercise their office based on the 

existing laws of the land.  Bur Jesus is the law of the 

kingdom.  His life, his way, is the standard by which 

we will be judged. 

 If you want to be a judge in this world, you have to 

know the law intimately.  Just one word in one statue 

can affect the outcome of a case.  Not so with Jesus.  

His law is simple.  We will “inherit the kingdom” 

based on this guiding principle: “Whatsoever you did 

for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me” 

(Matthew 25:34, 40).  That is the standard: mercy, 

generosity, and self-giving, love. 

 It is often said that you cannot take it with you, and 

there is a lot of truth to that.  All our money, all our 

honors, all our possessions are temporary.  They will 

not follow us to heaven, and they cannot help us get in.  

But there is something we can take with us:  our acts of 

charity, in fact, they are the very things that will open 

the gates of heaven to us! 

 Jesus will be not impressed if we have many 

possessions, and he will not be disappointed if we have 

just a few.  What matters is whether we have let him 

soften our hearts so that we feed the hungry, forgive 

those who have sinned against us, and reach out to the 

lonely.  Because his kingdom is not a kingdom of 

wealth and power; it is a kingdom of humility, love, 

and service. 

 

“Jesus, my King and my Judge, teach me to love as 

you love.” 

 

Word Among Us. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org
mailto:stmarys165@gmail.com

