
 

 

Daily Reflections 

 

Sunday, Jan 10, 2021  FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

Do justice 

We sometimes imagine it’s about collecting sacraments. Or stockpiling 

mountains of prayers. Writing fat checks to charities. Or being nice to 

people we don’t like. But the prophets relentlessly insist that what God 

desires from us is a just world. Where there’s a privileged class, 

abominable wage gaps, racist systems, and deeply disproportionate 

outcomes for a nation’s citizens, the peaceable reign of God can’t gain a 

foothold. Contemplate categories of injustice—education, health care, 

employment opportunities, criminal justice—to name a few. Make one 

your special cause, learn all you can, and educate others about it. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 55:1-11 or Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; 1 John 5:1-9 or Acts 10:34-38; 

Mark 1:7-11 (21). “A smoldering wick he shall not quench, until he establishes justice on the 

earth.” 

Monday, Jan 11, 2021   FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME Nothing 

ordinary about the reign of God 

Today is the first weekday of Ordinary Time—that period in the 

church’s liturgical year after the close of the Christmas season that 

stretches until Ash Wednesday (and then picks up after Pentecost until 

Advent begins again). This time after the holidays can indeed seem 

“ordinary,” when all the commotion dies down and all the decorations 

are put away. Some people, especially those who live with long, cold 

winters, might even feel a little blue. But while sacred seasons are 

important, getting down to business is too. After all, there’s a reign of 

God to help build. Think about everything Jesus did between the 

bookends of his life that we celebrate—and roll up your sleeves for 

some extraordinary work. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 1:1-6; Mark 1:14-20 (305). “Come after me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.” 

Tuesday, Jan 12, 2021  The power of a name 

The Holy Name of Jesus is a devotion that was championed by Saint 

Bernardino of Siena in the 1400s—with the Holy Name Society dating 

to the 1200s. As a feast day, it’s been celebrated during the first week of 

January by various Christian denominations and by Catholic religious 

orders, most notably the Jesuits, who use a monogram of the name (IHS) 

as their emblem. For Catholics, the entire month of January is dedicated 

to the Holy Name of Jesus. Pray the Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus 

today, recalling how even the unclean spirits of Jesus’ day recognized 

his name. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 2:5-12; Mark 1:21-28 (306). “What have you to do with us, 

Jesus of Nazareth?” 

Wednesday, Jan 13, 2021 

OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF HILARY, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE 

CHURCH  Be gracious in your disagreements 

Catholics of the 21st century profess the belief that Jesus is both human 

and divine every time we recite the Nicene Creed at Mass. However, 

that profession of faith was challenged mightily in the fourth century 

when followers of Arius argued that Jesus was a great man—but not 

God. The conflict involved bishops and emperors on both sides and it 

went on for years. Hilary of Poitiers converted to Christianity at the age  

 

 

 

 

 

 

of 35 and was elected a bishop three years later. Hilary was a friendly 

and courteous man who persistently championed belief in Jesus’ 

divinity. Even exile did not silence his voice. In our own times of 

conflict and division, Saint Hilary, guide us to God’s grace. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 2:14-18; Mark 1:29-39 (307). “For this purpose have I come.” 

Thursday, Jan 14, 2021  Reach out and touch an outcast 

Jesus heals a leper in today’s gospel. Leprosy is relatively rare now in 

most regions of the world, so it’s hard to understand the fear and 

revulsion that people with this disease triggered at one time. Even 

someone as close to God as Saint Francis struggled to be comfortable 

with touching a leper. Every age has its outcasts, and the Christian 

challenge has always been to learn to accept those others find 

unacceptable, love those others find unlovable. Prisoners, poor people, 

those with dark skin or foreign accents, the homeless—the list of 

modern lepers is long. Who do you avoid? Acknowledging your 

aversion is a step toward acceptance. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 3:7-14; Mark 1:40-45 (308). “He . . . touched the leper, and 

said to him, ‘I do will it. Be made clean.’ ” 

Friday, Jan 15, 2021  Color blind no more 

Today in Guatemala, a major religious procession honors an image of 

Christ on the cross carved from dark wood and renowned throughout the 

region as the “Black Christ of Esquipulas.” The statue was 

commissioned by Spanish colonial leaders looking to convert the 

indigenous people who worshipped a dark-skinned deity. Today the 

image affirms the fact that in Latin America there has been a certain 

“fluidity between races through inter-marriage and more blending of 

cultures and religions when compared to the experience of Native 

Americans and African Americans,” as El Paso Bishop Mark J. Seitz 

wrote in a remarkable pastoral letter on the history of racism, Night Will 

Be No More. Today would be a good day to dip into this document for 

insights into the history and persistence of racism, regionwide. May the 

Black Christ be a symbol of hope! 
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 4:1-5, 11; Mark 2:1-12 (309). “They were all astounded and 

glorified God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this.’ ” 

Saturday, Jan 16, 2021  OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY       

Be present to the Presence 

The great paradox of God’s kingdom is often expressed in the teachings 

of Jesus: The blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the last are first, 

the dead live. The first and most profound paradox is that the Virgin 

conceives. Our Blessed Mother experienced the coming Kingdom in her 

own body. She shares that experience with us in our communion with 

the Lord. We carry the Real Presence of the Savior in our own bodies. 

The ongoing paradox is that the Lord calls us, who are sinners, to be the 

vessels of his presence in the world. Express that presence today by 

lifting up the lowly. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 2:13-17 (310). “I did not come to call the 

righteous but sinners.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify 

 God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend 

 our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 

Diocesan Office of Child 

Protection Services 

 843-261-0430 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 843-856-0748 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Sunday            8:00am  

Sunday                 9:30am     

Wednesday           9:00am 

Friday                   9:00am 

Confessions Wed & Friday 

8:00 – 8:30 

. Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament -  the first Friday 

of the month following Mass 

 

Reverend Robert Sayer, 

Pastor 

(843) 957-2198 
Rsayer@Charlestondiocese.org 

 

Ann Mitchum 

Parish Secretary 

Baptism of The Lord 

Jan 10, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of 

ST. MARY’s Catholic Church 
4255 Highway 165                                                      

Yonges Island, SC 29449-6011 

(843) 889-8549 Fax (843) 564-1748 

Email:  stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org 

Web site: www.stmarysyongesisland.org. 

 

 

http://www.stmarysyongesisland.org/


             

 PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME: Welcome to St. Mary’s! Although we are not fully 

participating in our Parish Mass and activities at this time, we look 

forward  to returning to normal schedules and opportunities to meet and 

greet each other once again.  In the meantime, we pray that all our 

parishioners and their families remain safe and well during these most 

unusual times!   

 

We offer our sympathy to the family of Bea Clair, a longtime parishioner 

at St. Marys. Bea died at the age of 98 on Sunday,Jan. 10, 2011. 

 

 ST. MARY'S OUTREACH:   We will resume food collections in 

2021.  "Well done, my good and faithful servant". THANK YOU!   

 

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB:  Our next meeting is WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 13 at 1PM.  We meet at Lynn's house at 4199 Hwy 165, just 

four houses down on the right.  We will begin our new book, "The Girl's 

Still Got It: Take a Walk With Ruth and the God Who Rocked Her 

World" by Liz Curtis Higgs.  "Liz's genius, sensitivity, and humor are 

reflected on every page."  We welcome newcomers at any time.  We 

meet in person with social distancing, or you can join us by Zoom.  The 

beginning of the year is a perfect time to join us as we learn more about 

our Faith through books and discussions.  For more information, call 

(843) 729-1644.  

St. Mary's Outreach is selling Note cards.  All can be viewed 

in the parish center.  Prices are marked.   

 

Envelopes for the first quarter of 2021 have been sent out.  If 

you did not receive them in the mail, please contact the office by 

email or 843 889 8549, leave a message.  If you received them in 

error, please call the office. 

 

   

 

 PRAY FOR US 

Doyle Adams, Linda Adams, K. Baker, d, Barbara 

Barrs, Hazel Basilio, , Chester Broton, Jr., Betty 

Butler, Allison Condon Chappell, Jack Cooper, 

Maryanne Cortez, Jacob Matthew Dupree,  Frances Enos, Ken 

Fleming, Larry Gerth, Ruth Gerth, Bob Glenn, Elizabeth Good, Hugh 

Gorman, Sally Gorman, Krista Groover, Petrina Jacques, Mary & 

Rod Jaros, DeeDee Huck, Milagros Lamar, Rowena Aquino 

Livingston, Jane Morley, Mary Lydia Moskow, Sarah Proulx, 

Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer,  Eloise Stroud, Richard 

Unger  Larry Walker, Ellie Wilson, Mary Wilson, Edward Wolf, 

Jose Yabut, and All Parishioner of our parish family. 

 

***************************************************   

Record of Faithfulness 

Thanks to all who have mailed in their contributions. 

01/10/2021 

 

Envelopes:  $  1335.00    End of December 

Loose           $      20.00       Weekly Env. $   285.00 

Total       $   1355.00      Main&Repair   $     60.00   

            Christmas          $     95.00 

Jan 1, 2021 $  435.00           Retired Rel.       $    10.00 

Jan. 1, Loose      22.00    Total           $   450.00    

Total    $  457.00                          

Jan 3  Attendance  5pm 16     11am 16 

  

Please call or email the rectory at: (843) 889-8549, 

stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org or 

stmarys165@gmail.com with any bulletin announcements. 

 

Please pray for our country in this time of unrest that we 

may come through this as a more united and fair-minded 

nation. 

 
Parish Council will meet on Tuesday, January 12th at 6:30 at 

the parish center. All invited. 
 

 

 

You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased. 

 (Mark 1:11) 

Psychologists agree it’s important to hear words that affirm 

us. Not empty compliments, but heartfelt words of love and 

appreciation. Such words can help us know that the person 

speaking to us respects and honors us. Affirmations like 

these can improve our relationships and solidify our 

commitment to each other. 

It’s interesting, then, that one of the few times we hear the 

voice of God in the Scriptures—directly, not through a 

prophet or vision—comes in today’s Gospel. God the Father 

tells Jesus, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased” (Mark 1:11). God was pleased that Jesus was 

taking this first step in his ministry, and he said so. Right 

there, in front of John and his disciples, he revealed Jesus’ 

identity and his fatherly love for his Son. 

You need affirmation like that too. Every day. And it’s 

available to you when you pray and worship God. As you 

acknowledge who he is, you also acknowledge who you are 

in relation to him. You open your ears to hear what he thinks 

about you. You begin to understand that you’re his beloved 

child. That he appreciates your efforts to put aside your 

concerns to follow him. 

The people in your life need it as well—and some of them 

need it from you. It’s not about saying something just to 

make them feel good. It’s being alert to opportunities—

especially unexpected ones—to point out something that 

you appreciate about them: their efforts to lead a Bible 

study. Their patient response to an unkind sibling. Their 

generosity and kindness. Tell them you are glad they are 

your brother or sister in Christ. Every time you do, you 

shine a light on the bigger picture of their lives. 

Let God tell you how he loves you, how he is pleased with 

you. Then go and do the same for your neighbor. 

“Father, thank you for loving me!” 

 

 

mailto:stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org
mailto:stmarys165@gmail.com

