
 
They see directly, before their eyes, the Lord restoring Zion. 

(Isaiah 52:8) 

Two thousand years ago, something beautiful and earth-shattering 

happened. The eternal Son of God entered the world as a baby. 

Angels rejoiced that day. Shepherds exulted. Joseph was in awe. And 

Mary was filled with adoration. 

Yet for all that, anyone passing by the manger would have seen 

nothing more than a poor tradesman and his wife trying to make the 

best of a hard situation. 

That’s the difference between the quick glance that comes from 

everyday “seeing” and the searching, penetrating vision that comes 

when God opens our hearts. One sees something ordinary and moves 

on, while the other senses Jesus’ presence and kneels in worship. 

Today, more than any other day, we can imitate Mary and Joseph 

and the shepherds as they gazed on the infant in the manger. We can 

welcome Jesus as the Savior who came to redeem us, not to 

condemn us. We can embrace him as our Good Shepherd who has 

laid down his life for us. We can praise him as the King of kings and 

Lord of lords, who rules all creation from a cross of self-giving love. 

Don’t miss this opportunity! Don’t let the demands or the excitement 

of the day reduce you to “ordinary” seeing. Don’t let the challenges 

of the present or the fear of the future or the pain of the past cloud 

your vision. Wherever you are and whatever you have to do, take 

some time alone to gaze at the sleeping Christ child. If it helps, use 

your nativity set. If you don’t have one, use the cover of this 

magazine! Whatever it takes, focus on Jesus and ask the Holy Spirit 

to help you see him. 

Jesus has come to restore not only Zion but you and everyone around 

you. Come to him today, and let his promise of restoration fill you 

with hope and gratitude. 

“O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!” 
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In Memory of    From        

Margaret & George Bauer & famiy 
 Elizabeth & George Gibbs  & family  
 Bryan & Carolyn Gibbs 

 
Katherine & Harold Vaughn,  

Sophia M. Donaldson, 
Sr. Mariguilla, CSJ                                             

Julian Middgett, 
Rev Richard Wilson 
                                              Lawrence & Irene Green 

 
Mina Hare John Hare 

 
 
Elijah & Adeline Rouse, 

Rev. Johnny & Annabelle Heyward Isadora Heyward 
 

Mina Hare, Doreen Hudson, Ted Hudson,  
Ronald Koster & Richard Koster 

Wayne & Donna Hudson 
 
 

Mathew Lee Thomas, Margaret Snyder Sornberger 
 Mary & B0b Kurtz 

 
Gordon Douglas Long, George Rodney Newcomb, Lillian 

Rutledge Newcomb, Anna Gordon Long, Carl Gilbert Long 
 Betsy Newcomb Long 
  
  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Flower Donations from: 
 

Mark & Leslie Bauknight 
Joe & Lynn Branton 
Robert & Dina Clair 

Lawrence & Ruth Gerth 
James & Pamela Kobyra 

Eric & Renee Meyer 
Joseph & Tracy Pejsa 

Charles L. Smith 
Virginia Watson  

Richard & Mary SueWinter 
Jose Yabult 

 

 
 

 


