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Pope Francis certainly did NOT do most of us Priests any favors this week!!  I have received no fewer than 

THREE DOZEN phone calls, texts, and e-mails in the last couple of days -- the overwhelming majority are 

simply looking for some "clarification" on what he said (meant) -- a minority (about a dozen) went to the effort 

to express their "disappointment" in the Holy Father, and all-but-"threatened" to "leave the Church" over this. 
 

SO . . . What, exactly, did Pope Francis REALLY say in the secular documentary film "Francesco"? 
 

Before I get into this most recent discussion on homosexuality, same-sex attractions, and what everyone is 

calling homosexual "civil unions", I believe we need to begin with stating the official teaching of the Church -- 

taken from paragraphs #2357 and #2358 of the "Catechism of the Catholic Church": 
 

#2357 -- Homosexuality refers to relations between men or between women who experience an 

exclusive or predominant sexual attraction toward persons of the same sex.  It has taken a great 

variety of forms through the centuries and in different cultures.  Its psychological genesis remains 

largely unexplained [please note here that the Church does not "choose sides" in the "nature" 

-vs- "nature" debate].  Basing itself on Sacred Scripture, which presents homosexual acts as acts 

of "grave depravity" (Genesis 19:1-29; Romans 1:24-27; 1 Corinthians 6:10; 1Timothy 1:10), 

tradition has always declared that "homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered" (CDF, Persona 

humana 8).  They [acts] are contrary to the natural law.  They [acts] close the sexual act to the 

gift of life.  They do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual complementarity.  Under no 

circumstances can they [acts] be approved. 
 

#2358 -- The number of men and women who have deep-seated homosexual tendencies is not 

negligible.  They do not choose their homosexual condition; for the most of them, it is a trial.  

They must be accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity.  Every sign of unjust 

discrimination in their regard should be avoided.  These persons are called to fulfill God's will 

in their lives and, if they are Christians, to unite to the sacrifice of the Lord's Cross the difficulties 

they may encounter from their condition. 

 

The very first time I read these two paragraphs, I was totally "offended" . . . because I gave it too-quickly a 

reading.  Then, after I had read it about 3 or 4 times, my O.C.D. "super-powers" started to kick-in, and I started 

noticing a "pattern":  the Catechism was NOT talking about HOMOSEXUALS as being "gravely depraved" or 

"intrinsically disordered" . . . but, rather, Homosexual ACTS as being such (that's why I highlighted the word 

"acts" to make it easier to make that VERY important distinction (simplifying everything down to "LOVE the 

SINNER . . . HATE the SIN").  Once I was able to recognize this important distinction, these two paragraphs 

have become, for me, my two most favorite, and what I consider to be the two most "compassionate" 

paragraphs in the entire Catechism!! 
 

And so, now, back to:  What did Pope Francis REALLY say in the secular documentary film "Francesco"?  

There is a brief (4-or-so minutes) video making its way around the "interweb", made by a Father Agustino 

Torres, CFR (Franciscan Priest), who is fluent in both English and Spanish, who translates the Holy Father's 

actual words -- in His own words -- in His original language (basically, the same way that we MUST read 

Sacred Scripture -- words written to a people in a totally different time, from a totally different culture, who had 

a totally different understanding of certain "turns of phrases" than we do some 21 centuries later (which is why I 

spent SO many years in Seminary, studying Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and Latin -- in an attempt to better 

understand these subtle nuances!)  
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Father Torres makes a MAIN "point", and then follows-up with FIVE additional "points": 
 

His "MAIN POINT": 

He says that Pope Francis says that "a homosexual person has a right to be in "A" family.” (not the right to 

START a family, and have children; but, to be a MEMBER of "A" family, and belong-to "A" family) they are 

children of God and have a right to "A" family.  He continues that "you cannot just throw someone out of a 

family, and reject them, simply because they are homosexual." (which is right in-line-with the Church's 

official teaching about "Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be avoided" -- His focus is 

NOT on people with same-sex attraction, but on those who have rejected or disowned loved-ones for being 

gay).  He then says "what we have to do is establish a law of "civil convivence" ("convivencia civil" in 

Spanish), a civil co-existence -- they have to be protected, legally!"  He is calling-for a "civil co-existence" -- 

NOT a homosexual "civil union", as many in the secular media have mis-interpreted it!!  (Pope Francis is 

defending something that the Church has always defended:  the dignity of the human person -- something that 

Jesus did when He conversed with sinners of all kinds).  [Given that it is always easier to ask "forgiveness" than 

"permission" -- especially given the late hour -- Many, many thanks to Sr. Margaret Kerry, FSP (Daughters of 

St. Paul) for hopefully finding it in her heart to forgive my "borrowing" of some of her very insightful, clear 

words of explanation from her recent internet post . . . Mea MAXIMA Culpa, Sr. Margaret!!] 
 

 

His "FIVE ADDITIONAL POINTS": 
 

1.  The Pope was "mis-understood", "mis-quoted", and "mis-interpreted". 
 

2.  The Church cannot change "revealed truth" -- the Church's teaching on Marriage is revealed to us -- it's 

given to us -- by God; and, so, we don't have the freedom of changing it. 
 

3.  There are different levels of "official" Church Teaching (so, even if the Pope had say what some people 

think that he said, he said this in a "secular" interview -- not anywhere where near an "official" Church 

Teaching.  There are different "levels" of "official" Church Teaching, beginning with Ecumenical Councils (like 

Vatican II); then, there's something called the "Magisterium" (the "Teaching Body" of the Church, made-up of 

the Cardinals and Bishops of the world).  Within the Magisterium, there are "extra-ordinary" magisterium 

teachings from the Pope (ex cathedra ["from the Chair] teachings like "the Immaculate Conception" and "the 

Assumption"), and there are "ordinary" magisterium teachings developed thru the Cardinals, Bishops, and the 

"Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith"; then, there Encyclicals, Apostolic Letters, Apostolic Exortations", 

etc. -- these are the "official" teachings of the Church -- not "secular" documentaries recording "comments" 

made by the Holy Father. 
 

4.  "Maybe the pope needs a little more media "savvy" - because he should know that comments like this are 

going to be taken out-of-context . . . HE knows that this is NOT the "official" teaching of the Church -- but, 

apparently, the New York Times and Washington Post are "reading-into" this the Church changing its stance.  

This is NOT how the Church "works"! 
 

5.  And, once again, the Pope was "mis-understood", "mis-quoted", and "mis-interpreted"!  Simply put, 

the media mis-quoted the Pope . . . AGAIN!! 
 

-"Father Bob" 
 
 
BTW:  For those of you who are unable to "attend" Mass this weekend -- this, basically, word-for-word, is 

going to be the homily that everyone else is going to hear. 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 


