
 

 

Daily Reflections 

 

 

Sunday, Feb 21, 2021:  FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Doing the rite thing 

Today, some of our neighbors are going to make a countercultural 

choice. They’re going to sign the Book of the Elect, signaling their 

decision to be baptized, confirmed, and to receive First Eucharist at this 

year’s Easter Vigil. These Elect have been studying for months or years 

to embrace the life of the church. Why would anyone make this choice 

in the 21st century? For some, it may have begun as intellectual 

curiosity. For others, it’s a journey of the heart. For all, it’s what they’ve 

seen in folks like us that make Catholic Christianity an inspiring choice. 

Let’s help keep the inspiration going! 
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 9:8-15; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:12-15 (23).  “The kingdom of 

God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

Monday, Feb 22, 2021:  FEAST OF THE CHAIR OF PETER, 

APOSTLE 

Recognize the chair 

Jesus loved us so much that he entrusted us to someone he trusted 

deeply. In fact, in the Gospel of John, Jesus asked Peter three times if his 

devotion was assured. He named him “rock” so he would be a solid 

foundation upon which to build the church, and for 2,000 years Peter’s 

successors have had the responsibility of tending his sheep. Today we 

celebrate the seat of the pope’s authority as Christ’s representative on 

Earth, the protector Jesus wanted for his flock. Ask the Holy Spirit to 

always guide the one who sits in Peter’s chair. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Peter 5:1-4; Matthew 16:13-19 (535). “I will give you the keys to the 

Kingdom of heaven.” 

Tuesday, Feb 23, 2021:  MEMORIAL OF POLYCARP, BISHOP, 

MARTYR 

Words to live forever by 

Polycarp’s death in 155 is one of the first accounts of Christian 

martyrdom in a public arena. The elderly bishop was resolute and serene 

even as he was burned and stabbed before a frenzied crowd. Included in 

the accounts is the two hours of prayer Polycarp began upon his arrest, 

so powerful it unnerved his Roman guards. But Polycarp was also an 

Apostolic Father, specifically a disciple of Saint John the Evangelist. 

Thus, he had firsthand knowledge of John’s words from Jesus: 

“Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” 
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 55:10-11; Matthew 6:7-15 (225). "Thy 

Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven." 

Wednesday, Feb 24, 2021:  LENTEN WEEKDAY 

A good day to make amends 

We are one week into this Lenten season, so perhaps it is time to have a 

conversation with our Lord. Imagine you are walking with Jesus, side by 

side, and he asks you, “Is there any person you think of who you have 

hurt or judged, or any action that comes to mind that you know was 

wrong? Anything you repent?” You take a moment, and standing next to 

him, you feel his love for you. Regret and sorrow arise as you admit the 

mistakes that come to 

mind. You ask for the grace to make amends in whatever way possible. 

Find a way today to make something right. 
 

 

 

 

TODAY'S READINGS: Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 11:29-32 (226). “At the preaching of Jonah they 

repented, and there is something greater than Jonah here.” 

Thursday, Feb 25, 2021:   LENTEN WEEKDAY 

Has prayer moved you? 

It is tempting to think about prayer in a transactional way: I ask, 

therefore God gives. Today’s gospel may even appear to encourage this 

form of thought: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 

find.” But Catholic teaching urges us to see God’s response to prayer 

broadly. Pope Francis explains: “Prayer always transforms reality: if 

things around us do not change, at least our hearts are changed. Jesus 

promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to every man and woman who 

prays.” If you have a prayer that seems unanswered, consider how your 

heart was moved by the mere act of praying. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Matthew 7:7-12 (227). “For everyone who 

asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds.” 

Friday, Feb 26, 2021:   LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF 

ABSTINENCE 

The low rumble within 

Anger is one of our human “passions,” the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church instructs, neither good nor bad in and of itself. Anger can 

provide us with helpful information that we feel wronged by someone or 

something. It may be intense or a low rumble within. Lent is an 

opportunity to become still, listen to our anger, and examine its source. 

How might we invite God into these rough spaces for healing? Desiring 

healing does not disregard hurt or suffering; rather we seek to “unhook” 

from anger to live in peace. Unhooking might mean talking with a loved 

one who hurt us. It might mean protesting against injustice. It might 

mean forgiving ourselves. What might be rumbling within your heart? 
TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 18:21-28; Matthew 5:20-26 (228). “Go first and be reconciled.” 

Saturday, Feb 27, 2021:   LENTEN WEEKDAY 

Agree to disagree 

There is no more timely message for our divided age of partisan politics 

than “love your enemies.” But how is that even possible? One 

perspective that some find helpful is that “you don’t have to like 

someone to love them.” Love in this context is not a warm, fuzzy feeling 

but a decision to treat with respect, to “do unto others.” A tall order, but 

it does help to remove the expectation that we have to become fast 

friends with those we oppose. And maybe it will lead to a time when we 

can see difficult folks as people with whom we happen to disagree, 

rather than mortal enemies. Jesus was all about reconciliation. Let’s take 

up the mantle. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Matthew 5:43-48 (229). “But I say to you, love 

your enemies.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify 

 God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend 

 our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 

Diocesan Office of Child 

Protection Services 

 843-261-0430 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 843-856-0748 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Sunday            8:00am  

Sunday                 9:30am     

 

Until further notice there 

will be no week day masses 

or confession. 

 

Ann Mitchum 

Parish Secretary 

 

Stmarys165@charlestondioc

ese.org 

First Sunday of Lent 

February 21, 2021 
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ST. MARY’s Catholic Church 
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Yonges Island, SC 29449-6011 
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Web site: www.stmarysyongesisland.org. 
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 PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME: Welcome to St. Mary’s! Although we are not fully 

participating in our Parish Mass and activities at this time, we look 

forward  to returning to normal schedules and opportunities to meet and 

greet each other once again.  In the meantime, we pray that all our 

parishioners and their families remain safe and well during these most 

unusual times!   

 

 ST. MARY'S OUTREACH FOOD DRIVE:  We will resume our 

Food Drive on Monday, February 22.  You may drop off your food 

donations in the Parish Center at any time.  Food will be delivered to the 

First Baptist Church of Ravenel for distribution the third Saturday of 

each month.  The next distribution is Saturday, February 20, 10am - 

12pm.  You must bring a picture ID.  Please be sure to donate non-

perishables only.  Your food donations will be distributed in our local 

community.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB:  We are reading "The Girl's 

Still Got It" by Liz Curtis Higgs.  "Take a walk with Ruth. 

Hold Naomi's hand and watch love put the pieces of her 

broken life back together."  We meet at Lynn's house (4199 

Hwy 165) OR via Zoom. Next meeting Wednesday Feb. 25, If 

you would like an invitation to the Zoom meeting, just leave a 

message with your email at (843) 729-1644.  Everyone is 

welcome to join us at any time. 
 

St. Mary's Outreach is selling Note cards.  All can be viewed 

in the parish center.  Prices are marked.   

 

Volunteers Wanted:  To help count Sunday donations, 

usually after 9:30 Mass on Sunday.  If interested, please email 

Carolyn at: carolyn29449@gmail.com.  

 
 

 

 

       

 

Doyle Adams, Linda Adams, K. Baker, d, Barbara 

Barrs, Hazel Basilio, , Chester Broton, Jr., Betty 

Butler, Allison Condon Chappell, Jack Cooper, 

Maryanne Cortez, Jacob Matthew Dupree,  

Frances Enos, Ken Fleming, Larry Gerth, Ruth 

Gerth, Bob Glenn, Elizabeth Good, Hugh Gorman, 

Sally Gorman, Krista Groover, Petrina Jacques, 

Mary & Rod Jaros, DeeDee Huck, Judy 

Lumpkin (Mother of Michael) ,Milagros Lamar, Rowena 

Aquino Livingston, Susan Mance, Jane Morley, Mary Lydia 

Moskow, Sarah Proulx,  Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer,  

Eloise Stroud, Richard Unger  Larry Walker, Ellie Wilson, Mary 

Wilson, Edward Wolf, Jose Yabut, and All Parishioner of our parish 

family.. 

 

***************************************************   

Record of Faithfulness 

Thanks to all who have mailed in their contributions. 

02/14/2021 

 

Envelopes:  $  1637.00    Church in Latin America 

Loose           $      70.00           10.00  

    

Total      $   1707.00          
  

Attendance  8 am 31   9:30 am  21 

  
Please call or email the rectory at: (843) 889-8549, 

stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org or stmarys165@gmail.com with 

any bulletin announcements. 

 

 

Grief support group If anyone is interested in a grief support group 

Irene Chambers has agreed to facilitate the meetings. Time and place 
to be announced based on interest. Please contact Vicki Miller 843-870-
8789; vickim4691@gmail.com 

 

 
 

DAILY MEDITATION: GENESIS 9:8-15 

 

The waters shall never again become a flood. (Genesis 

9:15) 

Doesn’t it seem odd to begin Lent with the story of Noah’s 

ark? Could it be because Noah spent forty days riding out a 

huge flood and Jesus endured forty days “among wild 

beasts” (Mark 1:13)? 

Well, that’s part of the reason. But beyond that, there is a 

promise hidden in God’s covenant with Noah. By vowing 

never again to destroy the earth in a flood, he pointed 

toward a better way to overcome sin and evil: Jesus’ death 

and resurrection. And Lent gives us forty days to prepare for 

it! 

In today’s second reading, St. Peter tells us why Noah and 

his family are perfect Lenten companions for us. Through 

the flood, they escaped a sinful environment and entered a 

new life with God—just as we escape sin and enter new life 

through the floodwaters of Baptism. 

If you’re preparing for Baptism this Lent, you have a special 

reason to rejoice. You will be passing through waters into 

salvation firsthand. But if you are already baptized, you can 

rejoice too, especially if you spend these forty days 

renewing your baptismal promises. Renounce the devil and 

all his temptations. Affirm your faith in the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. Recall God’s covenant with you. As you 

dedicate yourself to God this Lent, you’ll come to know the 

Lord better. And that will make you more confident in his 

love and his grace. 

So find extra time to pray this Lent. Give more of your time 

and money to people in need. Choose to fast, either from 

food or from a negative activity or habit. You might feel like 

Noah on the ark sometimes, and it might get messy. But the 

journey is worth it because when you finally reach the joy of 

Easter Sunday, you’ll be stepping into a fuller understanding 

and experience of God’s faithfulness and his salvation. 

Lent has just begun. Let’s get on the boat! 

 

“Lord, help me follow you into new life this Lent.” 

Word Among Us 
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