
 

Daily Readings 

 

Monday, Dec 09, 2019: SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY [PATRONAL FEAST OF THE U.S.A.] 

Mary was no angel 

Since her very conception, Mary of Nazareth has been named 

“immaculate,” “pure,” “unblemished.” And rightfully so for she was born 

without sin and remained so throughout her life. Yet because of this 

pristineness, we sometimes think Mary was untouched by the messiness 

of everyday life. But Mary was a flesh-and-blood human and a strong, 

loving woman. She experienced the beauty and struggles of family and 

village life. She faced poverty and a refugee’s life, persecution and 

heartbreaking sorrow when her son was tortured and killed. With Mary as 

your companion, take time this Advent to peer into your heart and see 

what beautiful, messy, tender, and broken things you are holding. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; 

Luke 

1:26-38 (689). “God chose us to be holy and unblemished.” 

 

Tuesday, Dec 10, 2019: HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

Embrace the lost sheep 

In today’s gospel, Jesus elevates the importance of the single “lost 

sheep.” It’s worth leaving the 99 on their own for a time because the lost 

one has enormous value. Catholic social teaching hinges on the idea that 

every single human being has infinite worth, including our own lost 

sheep. Today those who are “outside the fold” include addicts, the 

homeless, prisoners, refugees, the mentally ill—even our most unlovable 

relative. Who are the lost sheep in your community? Can you take one 

small step today to affirm their dignity and worth? 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 40:1-11; Matthew 18:12-14 (182). “Will 

he not leave the ninety-nine in the hills and go in search of the stray?” 

 

Wednesday, Dec 11, 2019: MEMORIAL OF DAMASUS I, POPE 

Stick with a church that sticks around 

If you love singing “Adeste Fideles” and “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” at this 

time of year, you can probably thank Pope Damasus I for that. As the 

bishop of Rome during the fourth century, he championed many aspects 

of the faith that persist to this day— aspects that have helped ensure the 

cohesiveness and longevity of Catholic practice. These include: a 

common language (Latin) for 

worship, an official list of books for the Bible, the veneration of Christian 

martyrs, the denunciation of certain heresies, and the primacy of the 

bishop of Rome as pope. His actions laid down some of the first stones of 

a church that Vatican II saw as having an "eternal foundation” based on 

Christ. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 40:25-31; Matthew 11:28-30 (183). 

“Have you not heard? The Lord is the eternal God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, Dec 12, 2019: FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

Of the people and for the people 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is probably the most iconic image and story of 

Mary in North America. One reason for this overwhelming devotion is 

that she appeared in the form of an indigenous woman to an indigenous 

man—Indians being the lowest tier of Mexican society both then and 

now. That God’s own mother could be of the poor and for the poor 

continues to be a powerful message with strong implications about how 

we treat one another. In your prayer today, reflect on whose image Mary 

might take on if she were to appear in your community today. What 

would her face look like? And what might she ask of us? 

TODAY'S READINGS: Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-

6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26-38 or 1:39-47 (690A). “A great sign appeared in the 

sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 

her head a crown of twelve stars.” 

 

Friday, Dec 13, 2019:  MEMORIAL OF LUCY, VIRGIN, MARTYR 

See with new eyes 

The music of Lucinda Williams is beautiful, simple, and challenging. In 

2011, she released the song “Blessed,” a litany to remind us that even in 

the challenges of life, we are blessed. She sings, for example, “We were 

blessed by the blind man / Who could see for miles and miles.” We have 

a patron saint for people who are blind, Saint Lucy. Though tortured, 

blinded, and martyred, she is remembered as a woman of great vision for 

her love of Christ and poor people. How can you see “miles and miles” 

through a challenge you face? 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19 (185). “I, 

the LORD, your God, teach you what is for your good, and lead you on 

the way you should go.” 

 

Saturday, Dec 14, 2019:  MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF THE CROSS, 

PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

The change we need 

Here’s a simple truth: People resist change. The greater the change, the 

greater the resistance, generally speaking—even when the change is long 

overdue and much for the better. John of the Cross embraced the 

Carmelite reform initiated by his spiritual sister, the visionary Carmelite 

Saint Teresa of Avila. However, a group of his fellow Carmelites 

strongly opposed the reform and went so far as to imprison John and treat 

him harshly. He persevered, and even wrote most of his famous Spiritual 

Canticle while jailed. Try to see unfair treatment or setbacks that come 

your way as an opportunity for spiritual growth. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Matthew 17:9a, 10-13 

(186). “I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 

him but did to him whatever they pleased.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify 

 God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend 

 our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services 843-261-0430 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 843-856-0748 
                     

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Sunday            8:00am  

Sunday                 9:30am     

Wednesday           9:00am 

Friday                   9:00am 

Confessions on Wednesdays 

 and Fridays at 8:30am. 

Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament -  the first Friday 

of the month following Mass 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

December 8, 2019 

Reverend Robert Sayer, 

Pastor 

(843) 957-2198 
Rsayer@Charlestondiocese.org 

 

Deacon Charles LaRosa 

(803)- 530-4339 

 

Ann Mitchum 

Parish Secretary 

THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY 
4255 Highway 165                                                      

Yonges Island, SC 29449-6011 

(843) 889-8549 Fax (843) 564-1748 

Email:  stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org 

 

 



 

PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME: Welcome to St. Mary’s! We trust you find a welcoming 

community here.  We invite you to come over to the Parish Center after 

Mass.  New parishioners are asked to complete a registration form. You 

may deposit the forms in the collection basket or bring it over to the Parish 

Center.  If you wish to receive weekly contribution envelopes, please call 

the Parish Center and leave your name and number. We encourage our new 

parishioners to become active participants in our parish.  Snacks today are 

provided by St. Mary’s Outreach.  

 

ANGEL TREE:  All the angels have been taken from the tree! You can 

still participate and purchase a gift.   Action figures, games, arts and craft 

supplies and puzzles are good ideas for elementary school age children.  

To ensure gifts are delivered on time, ALL wrapped gifts are due back 

NEXT SUNDAY!  Please be sure to attach your paper angel to the gift.  If 

you do not have an “angel tag”, please put a tag on the gift and identify 

what is in it.   

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT:   Last week we lit the Candle of 

HOPE.   A second purple candle is lit today – the Candle of PEACE.  

During this second Week of Advent, we reflect on our lives and work on 

becoming “better versions of ourselves” in preparation for Jesus’ coming.  

Advent is a time of preparation for the birth of Jesus.   

 

“Dear Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas as the Prince of 

Peace. This Advent, as we strive to become the-best-version-of-

ourselves, fill us with a deep and abiding peace. Help us share that 

peace with everyone we encounter, especially those who need it 

most. Amen.”  (Dynamic Catholic) 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: Today we also celebrate the 

Immaculate Conception of Mary, the Mother of God, who was born free 

from original sin by virtue of the merits of her son Jesus 

 

ENVELOPES:  The 2020 weekly envelopes will be available next 

Sunday.  If you would like a boxed set, please let the office know by calling 

(843) 889-8549.  If you no longer wish to use them, we can remove you 

off the list.  

 

CCD CLASSES.  Please Note:  there will be NO CCD classes on the 

following Sundays:   December 22, December 29 and January 5.   

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF  

OUR PARISH 

 

Doyle Adams, Linda Adams, Barbara Barrs, Hazel 

Basilio, Matthew Bauknight, Chester Broton, Jr., Betty 

Butler, Bea Clair, Allison Condon Chappell, Jack 

Cooper, Jacob Matthew Dupree,  Frances Enos, Ken Fleming, Ruth Gerth, 

Bob Glenn, Elizabeth Good, Hugh Gorman, Sally Gorman, Petrina Jacques, 

DeeDee Huck, Milagros Lamar, Rowena Aquino Livingston,  Grace Miller, 

Vicky Miller, Jane Morley, Mary Lydia Moskow, Sarah Proulx, Elizabeth 

Smith, Landon Smith, Wallace Stacy, Eloise Stroud, Larry Walker, Ellie 

Wilson, Mary Wilson, Edward Wolf.  

 

Record of Faithfulness 

12/01/2019  

 

Parishioners    $ 2,261.00  Campaign for Human Devel  $ 20.00 

Visitors/Loose    $    189.00   Military Service         $ 10.00 

Total       $ 2,450.00   

Thanksgiving Day  $    593.00 

              

Attendance:       8:00am  28    9:30am   57 

 

Second Collection Today:  Christmas Flowers 

Second Collection next Sunday Retirement for Religious 

 

***************************************************   

BOOK CLUB:  We will  meet on WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11 at 

1pm in the Parish .  We will have our last discussion on  “I’ve Been 

Thinking” by Maria Shriver.  Reflections, Prayers, and Meditations 

for a Meaningful Life. Our next book is “Signs of Life” by Scott Hahn 

– Forty Catholic Customs and their Biblical Roots.    This book will 

help us to better understand the customs and practices, we as Catholics, 

take for granted.  We may know  we are “suppose” to do it, but why?  We 

will not meet again until January.  Why not start the New Year reading 

along?   Everyone is welcome to join us at any time. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS/ORNAMENTS:  We have beautiful cards and 

ornaments featuring a picture of St. Mary’s available in the Parish Center.  

Please leave cash or your check issued to St. Mary’s Ladies’ Guild in the 

envelope.  These cards and ornaments were designed, created and donated 

by Kathy Hare.  ALL sales are used for parish activities. 

 

Blessed Sacrament Hispanic Ministry cordially invites you 

to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Quadalupe 2019. 

Schedule:  Tuesday, December 3 – Wednesday, December 11: 

7-8 PM Novena- Rosary in the church led by different families 

every day. 

Thursday, December 12 5AM Serenade. 7PM Solemn Mass 

(starts with a Procession of flags and Aztec Dance).   

Reception following. 

 

 

 

A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse. 

(Isaiah 11:11) 

 

 Have you ever seen a Jesse Tree?  It’s an ancient 

Advent tradition consisting of a carving, painting, or 

stained-glass window- even an actual tree- that portrays 

the people, prophecies, and events leading up to the birth 

of the Messiah.  Jesus is usually at the top. Many medieval 

Jesse Trees also included a depiction of Jesse himself 

lying at the base of the tree.  That’s because the design 

comes from today’s first reading a: “a shoot sprouting 

from the stump of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1). 

  

Jesse was the father of King David and an ancestor of 

Jesus, so the branches of the Jesse Tree are meant to 

display Jesus’ rich and varied heritage.  The Tree reminds 

us how faithful God was during the “long advent” when 

his people waited for the Messiah.  Each person and event 

represented on the tree depicts part of God’s plan to save 

his people.  Prophets like Jeremiah and Isaiah often show 

up.  So do David, Solomon, and other kings, as well as 

virtuous women like Ruth, Esther, and Susanna. 

  

Even if you don’t decorate a Jesse Tree in your home, 

the ideas behind it can help you prepare for Christmas.  

During Advent, it’s traditional to review stories form the 

Old Testament that promise the coming of the Messiah.  

Stories of these ancestors of Jesus illustrate God’s 

commitment to his plan to save us.  It’s a commitment that 

stretched from the very beginning, through thousands of 

years right up to Christmas Day.  It’s a commitment too 

that reaches even into the present. 

  

Jesus’ birth has brought about something new and 

wonderful and the Jesse Tree illustrates it: a salvation 

that is far more wide-reaching that we ever could have 

imagined. 

“Heavenly Father, thank you for your faithfulness to 

your promises! Thank you for making me a part of your 

family” 

Word Among us. 

 
 


